
Left: Senior Jake Brophy sprints across the finish line, earning the 

title of Pennsylvania Cross Country State Champion. On December 

12 in San Diego, CA, Brophy went on to place eighth in the nation. 

Above: Thomas Jordan, Mrs. Leyland, Josh Goetz, John Brophy, 

Jake Brophy, Julia Heiges, Justine Shull at the Footlocker Cross 

Country Championship in San Diego, CA. 
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STATE CHAMPS! 

The Boys' Soccer Team wins the State Championship title at Hershey Stadium on November 21. The team went 26-0 

on the season. 

Photo courtesy of The Intelligencer 
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A D V I S O R :   

S T E V E N  B E R C I K  

Band & Orchestra Visit Disney  

The Patriot is a student publication 

of Central Bucks High School East 

2804 Holicong Rd 

Doylestown, PA  18902 

 

The opinions stated in The Patriot 

do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions of the students, admin-

istration, faculty, or staff of Cen-

tral Bucks High School East. 

 

Interested in writing for The 

Patriot? Anyone is welcome to 

write. Email Mr. Bercik at 

sbercik@cbsd.org. Come with 

ideas for articles, photographs, 

opinions, and more! Look for our 

publication on the East website. 

T H E  P A T R I O T  

“The East orchestra and band, 170 
people in total, traveled to Disney in 
November where they had two  
performances and two clinics. The 
marching band performed at the  
Magic Kingdom while the orchestra  
performed in Disney Springs. Both 
groups participated in a recording 
session with a Disney conductor and 
created a soundtrack recording. 
Meanwhile, the color guard worked 
with a Walt Disney visual designer.”  
-Mr. Morehouse 
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Cross Country: Jake Brophy 
 

 Jake Brophy has achieved so much in his past four years running at CB East.   

Several of his major accomplishments include: winning the PIAA Cross Country State  

Championship his junior and senior year, coming in second place at Cross Country  

Regionals, and coming in eighth place at the Footlocker Cross Country Championship in 

San Diego, CA; making him an All-American Cross Country runner. He has not only become 

a role model for his teammates, but also for his classmates.  

1. You have accomplished so much in your past four years, what are some of your 

favorite moments? 

“There were a lot of great moments over the past four years, but my favorite ones would 

have to include making it as a team to states my senior year, running with my brothers on 

the XC and track teams, and the unprecedented amount of support I’ve received from the 

school and community.” 

2. How have your teammates helped you? 

“Without my teammates my successes would be halved. Some of my best friends I’ve met 

on the track team and they’ve made my last four years a lot of fun.” 

3. What have you learned from your freshman year to your senior year/what have 

been some key improvements in your time running at East? 

“I learned how to be a better teammate and that hard work makes you successful.” 

4. What were your main goals your senior year? 

“The main goal was to make States as a team and hopefully come away with a National 

title. I’m happy with the result.” 

5. What are you most looking forward to when you are running at the Naval  

Academy? 

“I’m looking forward to the opportunity to run on a college stage with a bunch of great 

guys. The atmosphere on Navy’s team is pretty special and I’m excited to become a part 

of it.” 

6. Why did you choose Navy? 

“I chose Navy because it left as many options open as possible. I’m still undecided on what 

I want to study and my career afterward, and Navy provides a multitude of opportunities 

in that respect. The running program at Navy is very solid and they win their league  

championships almost every year. Also, should my college running go well, there is an  

established route for athletes to pursue Olympic development while being paid as an  

officer. The Naval Academy provides the most opportunities and keeps the most doors 

open for me going forward.” 

7. What are you going to miss most about running at East?  

“I’m going to miss East a lot next year. I will mainly miss the people and the coaches that I 

have come to know over the past four years. This is a pretty special place.” 

BY RACHEL GOETZ 
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(From left to right): Nicole Hawley, Nicole 

Banshik, Jared Junkin, Logan Ford, Katherine 

Longmuire, Jon Eberle in A Christmas Carol 

Henry Flego and Jeremy Greitzer as Scrooge 

and Marley 

Henry Flego as Scrooge and Patrick Love as the 

Ghost of Future yet to Come 

Henry Flego as Scrooge and Shannon Walker 

as the Ghost of Christmas Past, looking back in 

the past. 

(From left to right) The ghosts were played by 

Patrick Love, Jeremy Greitzer, Cole Bryan, and 

Shannon Walker  

(From left to right) Cade Glover-Yellovich, 

Deepti Tantry, Gabrielle Welch, Kalen Smith, 

and Leighton Ford  
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Seniors Emma Loving and Emily 

Horn racing to the finish in the 

Three-Legged Race. 

Josh Goetz waves the flag to 

signify the senior boys have 

completed their Human Pyramid. 

(From left to right): Juniors Anna Strasburger, 

Shannon McGovern, Gianna Tulio, Ally Swartz, 

Emily Burton, and Mel Burian  

Sophomore boys led by Hayden Durr and 

Mike Ott compete in Tug of War. 

Jackson Green and Olivia Duff compete for 

the sophomores in the Twizzler and 

Marshmallow Relay. 

The seniors celebrate winning Red, White, and 

Bluer night by rallying around the trophy. 
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BY MADDIE MYRTETUS 

 With the holidays right around the corner, it’s time to start thinking about pre-

sents. If you’re lost on what to get your friends or family, here are some reasonably 

priced, creative gift ideas that any boy or girl will love 
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FOR GIRLS 

 Yankee Candle in her favorite scent 

($10.99)  

 Alex and Ani Ring ($18) 

 Bath and Body Works Gift Set ($15) 

 Any scarf in her favorite color or from 

her favorite store ($10-15)  

 Vera Bradley Wrist Wallet ($23) 

 Perfume ($15-20)  

 Nail polish ($2-5)  

 Picture frame to match her room ($10-

20) FOR GUYS 

 Baseball cap for their favorite sports 

team ($25)  

 Graphic T-shirts  from their favorite store 

($10-20)  

 Dicks or Sports Authority gift card (any 

price!)  

 Elite Nike Socks ($14)  

 Wallet ($25-30)  

 Headphones ($19)  

 Lanyard ($13)  

 Cologne in his favorite scent ($30)  
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The Season of  Giving 
BY SAMI UMANI 

 December is the month for hot chocolate and Mariah Carey songs. Most 
weekends are spent at the mall grabbing holiday presents before they’re all sold 
out or spending time with your friends before you all separate for the winter break. 
People spread cheer and create their endless wish-list, but sometimes we forget that 
the holidays don’t just revolve around the best sales and the newest technology. 
Christmas and the holiday season has become an era of wanting everything, but not 

giving much in return. 

 Most people forget that there are less fortunate people in the world and it 
sometimes takes your own eyes to see that. There are people who struggle to stay 
warm, or children who won’t even get a present. I’ve heard people complain about 
only getting a few gifts, but they forget that the price of those few expensive gifts 
add up. Yes, we all want more in life, but sometimes materials just create temporary 

satisfaction. 

 This holiday season, it’s time to give back. Whether it’d be volunteering to 
help your local toy drive or singing carols for a nursing home, a small action could 
make a big impact. Just about every organization needs volunteers in order to 
thrive. Some of my best winter memories were helping with Toys For Tots or clothing 
drives. Food banks have been desperately low this year, so organizing a food 
drive in your neighborhood or with a group of friends could really help out people 
who need it. And yes, it’s still okay to listen to your Christmas jams and beg for 

those shoes that you just have to have in your life. 

 Mr. Smith, the wild man riding an electric scooter through the hallways, actu-
ally has a method to his madness. As head of the East Toy Drive he thinks giving 
back is important because, “ ... kids who come from unfortunate situations can’t de-
cide whether or not they’ll have an enjoyable Christmas season. Their families are 
unable to provide a happy holiday season for them. Living in this area, we are for-
tunate enough to be able to help kids like that because every child deserves to 

have a happy holiday.”  

 Junior Hannah Bauer describes her own way of giving back: “Once a month 
my mom and I mail out a care package to the troops. This time of the year it is even 
more Important to give back to those risking their safety for our freedom. They 
won’t be home for the holidays, so we send part of the holidays to them by mailing 

them homemade cookies.”  
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Winter Festivities 

T H E  P A T R I O T  

BY SYDNEY RICE 
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 Trees, lights, warm winter coats, and snowy days! Winter has finally arrived. Bucks 

County offers many fun winter festivities to really get you in the holiday mood. Don’t let the 

cold keep you from enjoying these winter festivities! 

 Peddlers Village! Want to get in the Holiday mood? Go visit Peddler’s Village, 

where the streets are lit up with festive holiday lights! You can go grab a bite to eat 

amongst the different restaurants, grab a cup of coffee or hot chocolate, and then 

stroll around to admire the beautiful lights.  

 Shady Brook Farm Looking to see even more lights, but don’t want to get out and 

walk around in the cold? Shady Brook farm is hosting their 21st annual drive-through 

holiday light show. You can stay warm in your car and still enjoy the beautiful lights 

as you drive through the farm. They even offer their own radio station that you can 

put on to listen to Christmas music the whole way through. The lights are shining now 

through January 10th! 

Doylestown is a fun place to go hang out on the weekends no matter what season it 

is. During the winter, however, a big Christmas tree sits in front of Starbucks. Go to 

Doylestown to see the tree lighting up the town! While you’re there, do some holiday 

shopping at the variety of shops that line the streets, and when in need of a break, 

stop to grab a bite to eat at one of the delicious restaurants.  


